ABOUT THE NATIONAL FALLEN FIREFIGHTERS FOUNDATION

The United States Congress created the National Fallen
Firefighters Foundation (NFFF) in 1992 to lead a nationwide
effort to honor the memories of all U.S. firefighters who died
in the line of duty and to provide support to their loved ones.
As part of this mission, each October the Foundation hosts
the National Fallen Firefighters Memorial Weekend, the of-
ficial national tribute, in Emmitsburg, Maryland. Through ac-
tivities offered during the weekend the families of the fallen
will find reassurance that their loved ones will not be forgot-
ten, and they have a place to find comfort and compassion.

Beyond the National Fallen Firefighters Memorial Weekend,
the NFFF helps families with similar experiences and inter-
ests find each other through the Fire Hero Family Network.
We provide college scholarships for spouses and children,
and coordinate conferences and workshops for parents,
spouses, children and co-workers.

Furthermore, the NFFF established Local Assistance State
Teams to support fire departments when a line-of-duty death
occurs. These teams also help families who may be eligible
to file paperwork for the Public Safety Officers’ Benefits pro-
gram administered by the Department of Justice Bureau of
Justice Assistance.
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Over the years, the Foundation recognized that another way
to honor the fallen and support their families is to work with
all branches of the fire service to reduce line-of-duty deaths
and injuries.

In 2004, the first Firefighter Life Safety Summit was held to
address a need to reduce the number of preventable line-of-
duty deaths. More than 200 fire service and industry leaders
worked together to develop the 16 Firefighter Life Safety Ini-
tiatives. Out of those initiatives, the NFFF created Everyone
Goes Home®. This program provides free resources and
training opportunities to our nation’s firefighters that under-
score accepting responsibility for our health and safety.

In addition, the Foundation has provided funding for re-
search that examines coronary heart disease, stroke, and
diabetes prevention. The NFFF also sponsors meetings to
address evolving needs of the fire service community such
as cancer prevention and behavioral health issues.

These are just a few examples of the services and programs
offered by the Foundation. A Board of Directors and Advi-
sory Committee guide the Foundation’s activities. Members
represent the private sector, fire and emergency services,
fire hero families, and government. With their input, the NFFF
will always be ready to fulfill its mission to honor the fallen,
assist their families, and prevent line-of-duty deaths.
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